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THE LEVEL OF EXTENSION SPECIALISTS AT THE
AGRICULTURAL EXTENSION CENTERS COPING WITH
SOME CONTEMPORARY EXTENSION CONCEPTS AND
ISSUES.

Zahran, Y.A.E. ; Mohamed A. M. Abd-Elmagieed. And Ziad I. Zidan

Agricultural Extension and Rural Society Dept., faculty of Agriculture,
Mansoura University

ABSTRACT

The current study aimed at assessing the level of extension specialists
at the Agricultural Extension Centers AEC’s coping with contemporary
extension concepts and issues. The study was carried out on (41) of Subject
Matter Specialists SMS’s representing (35%) of the total extension specialists
at AEC’s in Gharbia, Menofia, Kafer EL-Sheikh and Behira governorates. A
gquestionnaire was used as a tool to identify the coping level based on three
dimensions; knowledge, understanding and participation. Data were
collected during the period from January till April 2014.

The study findings generally revealed the weak coping levels of
extension specialists at AEC’s in the studied governorates, especially the
value chain concept with a relative weight of (16%), 2030 agricultural
development strategy concept (21%), international extension organizations
(28%), and agricultural knowledge system (39%).

The coping dimension related to participation in the events of
contemporary extension concepts and issues, 2030 agricultural development
strategy concept, and international extension organizations came with a
relative weight of (7%) for both concepts, followed by the climatic change and
value chain concepts with a relative weight of (12%), then the concept of new
extensionist and contracted agriculture and electronic extension websites
came with a relative weight of (19%) for both.

The study reached a number of suggestions which targeted the
increasing of extension specialists at AEC’s coping level through knowledge,
understanding, and participation in the activities related to contemporary
extension concepts and issues.
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