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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this research were as follows:

1. Determining knowledge level of agricultural extension agents in the field of
organic agriculture in Behira governorate.

2. Determining the important obstacles which limit diffusing organic
agriculture and suggestions solutions to get rid of these obstacles from
the point view of the respondents.

3. studying the relationship between knowledge level of the respondents and
some personal variables in the field of organic agriculture.

This research was done using 135 (61.4%) extension agents as a
random sample from 220 extension agents in the governorate. Data were
collected using a prepared personal questionnaire during September and
October 2014.

Data were analyzed using tables, frequencies , percentages, and
simple correlation coefficient.

Finding were as follows:

- Knowledge level of 68.9% extension agents were average or low in the field
of organic agriculture.

- The important obstacles which limited diffusing organic agriculture from the
point of view of the respondents were lack of farmers facilities, lack of
extension agents training in organic agriculture area, high cost of
production input concerning organic agriculture, and lack of extension fields
demonstration to apply organic agriculture technique.

- The important suggestions of respondents to solve these problems which
limit diffusing organic agriculture were : setting training session to extension
agents in organic agriculture, setting demonstration fields of cultivating
crops with organic compounds to aware farmers, setting extension
meetings for farmers to aware them with organic agriculture techniques,
and stimulating farmers by providing them with free organic compounds.

- There was positive significant relationship between knowledge level of
extension agents in the field of organic agriculture and each of educational
level, the number of sessions which were setting for extension agents in the
field of organic agriculture, and the benefit degree of these sessions.
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