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A PATH ANALYSIS OF ENVIRONMENTAL BEHAVIOR
DETERMINANTS OF RURAL PEOPLE IN MENOF DISTRICT
IN MENOUFIYA GOVERNORATE

Salama, F. A. and F. A. Mohamed

Dept. Agric. Extension and Rural Sociology, Fac. Agric., Menoufiya
Univ., Shebin El-Kom,Egypt.

ABSTRACT

This study aimed basically at constructing and analyzing of a causal
model of environmental behavior determinants of rural people in Menof
District in Menoufiya Governorate, This main obective was achieved throw
the followinge sub-objectives : (1) Identifying the environmental knowledge
level of rural people, (2) Identifying the level of rural people awarness of
environmental problems, (3) ldentifying the attitudes of rural people toward
environment,(4) Identifying the dgree of rural people application of
environmental practices, (5) Identifying the reasons of the negative
environmental practices of rural people and rejection of the positive
environmental practices, (6) Constructing a proposed causal model that
expects the different relationships among the determinant environmental
behavior of rural people, (7) Statistically testing of proposed causal model to
determine the variables affect the different aspects of the environmental
behavior of rural people. The study was carried out in two villeges in Menof
District which were Zaweyat Razeen and Sunsaft. 150 and 100 rural people
were selected randomly from each village respectively. A questionnaire was
used to collect the data from the respondents through personal interviews,
the data were analyzed descriptively and analytically by using frequencies,
percentages, range, mean, variance, reliability estimate, simple correlation,
multiple regression and path analysis technique to detect the causal
relationships between the variables that the proposed causal model included
in this study. The study findings were : the knowledge level of environmental
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practices was high as 75.2% from respondents, 78% from respondents have
a low awarness of environmental problems, about 65.6% of rural people have
positive attitudes toward environment, and 45.6 % from respondents were
applying the recommended environmental practices. The findings of path
analysis indicated that: The environmental behavior as a final dependent
variable was affected by six independent variables, these were level of
environmental knowledge , environmental attitude , environmental awarness ,
satisfied about the local community , geographical cosmoplitness and
education level of rural people. These six significant independent variables
explained together 74.2% of the total variance of the ultimate dependent
variable.

Finally, a decomposition of simple correlations into their components
was made for the significant paths in the revised model to show the
importance of the causal analysis and the intervening variables as well.
Based on the study findings some theoretical and practical implications were
suggested.
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