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The Economics of Maize Production in Beheira Governorate

Elemary, A. E. M. and Safaa M. A. AlWakil
Agricultural Economics Research Institute

ABSTRACT

The maize is one of the most important strategic grain crops in Egypt. It is used in the manufacture of various feed
species. About 40% of the animal feed is raised to 70% in poultry feed as used in silage and its use in cattle rations. The
research problem was that domestic production was unable to meet growing domestic demand and increased reliance on
corn imports from foreign markets. While the state was making an effort to expand its cultivation, farmers' response was
not as hoped as the productive problems and marketing difficulties facing maize farmers, As well as the growing trend
among farmers to grow the crop green for the work of silage instead of grain production.The study examined both the
productivity and economic indicators of maize yield in Egypt during the period 2000-2017, the current status of
production of maize maize in the governorate of Beheira, estimation of the production function of maize crop in the
sample of the study in Beheira Governorate, comparing the cost and revenue of maize grain production White, yellow and
silage. The research was based on the use of both descriptive and quantitative economic analysis methods to achieve its
objectives. The research was based on secondary data published in addition to preliminary data of a field sample obtained
in the personal interview with maize farmers season (2017/2018).The results showed the relative stability of maize
production and maize production during the study period, while corn and corn production increased during the study
period at an annual growth rate of 14%, which was reflected in the increase in total maize production at an annual growth
rate of 1.3% . The average quantity and value of imports during the study period was about 5.25 million tons, $ 1.17
billion, respectively, at an annual growth rate of about 5% and 9% respectively. The recent rise in imports is due to the
liberalization of the exchange rate and the devaluation of the pound. That the agricultural price in many years is higher
than the world price, which drives feed factories to rely on maize imported in the feed industry and refrain from the use of
domestic maize, and therefore find the farmer difficult to market the production of maize grain.There were no significant
differences in production costs for both white and yellow maize. The estimated production functions showed that the
production process of maize was in the second stage, and that the production was characterized by a Decreasing returns to
scale. However, economic efficiency in using the production elements included in the functions Which indicate that their
use is at a lower level than required for efficiency, in particular fertilizers, in accordance with the recommendations of the
Ministry of Agriculture.The results indicate that the silage Fadden in terms of profitability indicators on the production of
both corn and white maize grains, taking into account the period of time to be achieved, does not exceed 90 days, which
explains the growing trend of farmers to expand silage production at the expense of corn grains And white maize.In light
of the findings of the study, it recommends that measures be taken to encourage farmers to produce corn grains to reduce
the import bill, which is close to $ 2 billion by creating an efficient marketing system such as contract crop farming,
protecting domestic corn from price competition for maize Imported by preventing imports during the harvest season, or
imposing duties on imported corn equivalent to price differentials.
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