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ABSTRACT

Illiteracy in Egypt among rural women is one of the problems hindering the development and reform efforts.
The percentage of illiterate females in rural areas is 38.8% of the total females 10 years and above, compared with
25.9% of the total males 10 years and above in rural areas according to the 2017 population census. Despite the
massive efforts made by the government in combating illiteracy, the problem remains, and presents a serious
challenge to Egypt's social and economic development. The General Authority for literacy and Adult Education, as
the official body responsible for the eradication of illiteracy, has for a long time adopted a traditional program
(Etalem Etnawar) of learning based primarily on alphabetical literacy and numeracy, without giving adequate
attention to issues of life, personal and social empowerment for participants, including gender equality issues.
Recently, The General Authority for literacy and Adult Education has begun to adopt some other learning programs
and methodologies, such as the REFLECT methodology for participatory learning. The present research aims to
compare the impact of the learning methods used in literacy (REFLECT method and the traditional method) on the
attitudes of rural women towards the issue of gender equality. In order to achieve the research objective, two equal
random samples were withdrawn of girls/women from age 15-35 years and graduates from literacy classes during
the period of 2012 to 2014 from Manshaat Alkeram village, Shebin Al-Qanater district, Kalyoubia governorate,
Egypt. The first sample included 35 girls/women studied and graduated from literacy classes using the traditional
method (Etalem Etnawar), while the second sample included 35 girls/women studied and graduated from literacy
classes using REFLECT method (Learning for Life).Using the five-dimensions Likert method and both Mann-
Whiteny test and t-test for the difference between two independent samples, the research found statistical significant
differences between the respondents' of the two samples concerning their attitude towards gender equality issue in
favor of REFLECT methodology at the level of significance 0.01.
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