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AN ECONOMIC STUDY OF THE DETERMINANTS OF DEMAND
FOR MEAT AND FISH IN EGYPT

Hala M.N. Abd Allah and Maysa E. Abd Elhady

Desert Research Center _El Matareya_Cairo

ABSTRACT: This study aimed at identify the most important factors affecting the required
amount of red meat, white meat and fish. The study will estimate the price, income and cross
elasticity as well as forecasting rates of their consumptions in 2017 has been estimated as well.
Forecasting presented proposals to estimate the future demand of the three goods. This work
depended on the descriptive quantitative analysis. We used Roftardam model using Shazame
program in the statistical analysis of demand to estimate elasticities and dealing with the
analysis relationship regressions according to the model.

The main research findings were as follows:

1 - The most important factors that affect the average amount of the three goods per capita
confined in the amount of domestic production, its consumed amount, its price, the income per
capita, population and their import price.

2 — All the price elasticities were negative values; however, the income elasticity was positive
value which is consistent with the economic theory.

3 - The average income elasticity coefficient was positive and less than one for both red and
white meat which refers to its importance and its consistence with economic logics. The
estimated income elasticity of fish was positive value and greater than one which can be
interpreted as a complementary good.

4 — The cross price elasticity presented the view disagreement of other consumer to these
goods. We can find out that the red meat is a good alternative for white meat only and vice
versa. With relative to fish, we can say that it is a complementary to both red and white meat.

5 — We can arrange the three goods in terms of their relative importance of the total forecasted
consumption quantities in 2017. We can notice that the order is as follows: fish (45.3%), red
meat (29.7%) and white meat ( 25%).

Based on the above foregoing discussions, the authors recommended the following:

The increase of productivity of local fish through increasing aquaculture because of its positive
impact,

Development of the fishing fleet in the upper sea.

Directing the priorities to the continuous development process of the north lakes.

Increasing the interest of the white and red meat sectors and providing funding to encourage
producers.

The revival of the national veal-fattening project.

Support the contribution of the beacon in the field of education of farmers.

Expand the use of non-conventional feed.

Information transfer from research centers to the producers.

Key words: Theory of consumer behaviour, Rotterdam model, price elasticity, income
elasticity, Cross elasticity.
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