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AN ATTEMPT FOR DEVELOPING AN INDEX FOR
MEASURING THE MODERNITY OF FARMERS :

A CASE STUDY IN SOME EGYPTIAN VILLAGES OF
SHARKIA AND DAKHLIA GOVERNORATES

Ecresh, A. A. M. H.
Branch of Rural Sociology and Agric. Exten.— Fac. Agric.- Zagazig Univ.

ABSTRACT

The core idea of this paper is to develop an index for measuring the
modernity of farmers. Data were collected via face to face structured interviews with a
systematic random sample of 200 farmers (men and women) in four Egyptian villages
(100 farmers from two villages from Sharkia governorate, and 100 farmers from two
villages from Dakhlia governorate). Data collection took place from the beginning of
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October to the end of December 2009. Findings indicated that the index developed in
this study, contained 22 variables, was high reliable (Cronbach’s alpha value=0.868)
and high valid (Intrinsic validity value=0.931). Factor analysis results showed that
these variables included sex factors explained 68.8% of total variance the modernity
index of farmers, namely: preparing factor explained 15.4%,planning factor explained
14.1%, implementing factor explained 11.4%, motivative factor explained 11%,
transtional factor explained 8.5%, outcoming factor explained 8.4%. Each factor had
four variables with the exception of the last factor had two variables.

Keywords: Egypt; Modernity; Index; Farmers.
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