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AN ECONOMIC STUDY OF THE CONSUMPTION OF THE MOST IMPORTANT
FOOD COMMODITIES IN THE ARAB WORLD

Bakri, H.H.

Dep. Of Agricultural Economics - Faculty of Agriculture in Cairo - Al-Azhar University

ABSTRACT

Although most Arab countries seek to reduce the food gap, but these countries still suffer from food gap unevenly. The
problem of this research have been identified as observed from the presence of food gap of the most important food commaodities
such as grain group, meat group, oils group, dairy products, and sugar, estimated about %17 ¢ %)Ve %1 ¢ %YV %)
respectively. The value of the Arab food gap of food commodities also amounted to about $ 35 billion in <Y+ £ this research
aims is to identify the consumer power of the groups of food commodities in the Arab countries, and assess the demand for food,
and forecasting by the consumed quantities for the most important food commodities under the study. Descriptive and
quantitative analysis have been used in conducting this research; regression analysis has been implemented in the last one, the
rate of growth as well as the prediction of the demand for food. Secondary data published in the Arab Organization for
Agricultural Development, the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO), the statements of the International Institute for Food
Policy Research, and published related reports have been used.

The results indicated that the quantities of cereals, oils, meat, fish, milk and sugar have been increased by an annual
statistically significant around 717.48, 0.19, 0.79, 0.54, 0.53, respectively. With an average annual increase about 1.38%, 0.09%,
0.37%, 0.15%, 1.02%, 1.01% of the annual average of around 39.28, 1.37, 5.74, 2.86, 18.60, 2.16 million tons as an average for
the period (2000-2014), respectively. Also the results indicated that the growth of the agricultural and food imports have been
increased more than the export growth rate for both agricultural and food during the study period.

With regard to self-sufficiency for the vegetables group, fruit, dairy products, meat, and fish, the results showed that they
have been increased by an annual statistically significant around 0.81%, 0.86%, 1.01% 0.81%, 0.42% at an increase annual rate
about 0.79%, 0.87%, 1.37%, 1.02%, 0.41% of the annual average of about 103%, 99.6%, 80%, 74%, 103% as an average for the
period (200-2014m), respectively.

The average annual per capita in the Arab world of wheat, vegetables and fruits, sugar, vegetable oils, meat, fish, milk
and its products nearly 142, 143.6, 87.6, 28.7, 14.8, 31, 11.4, 92.7 kg per year on average for the same period, respectively. . It
was found from the search results approximate the average per capita global average protein, which was estimated at 83.2 0.81
grams, respectively. ,. While the average per capita in the Arab world from fat decreased the global average urged canceled this
average about 75.82 grams per day, respectively. While the convergence of per capita in the Arab world calories global
counterpart, the market reached 2910.2870 kcal per day, respectively. It was found from hunger index that the Republic of the
Comoros in a worrying situation for the hunger index, followed by Sudan and Djibouti hunger index stood at about 31.75, 26.5,
19.75 average for the period (2012-2014m), respectively.

The results indicate that growth rates in consumption of all food commodities covered by this study have been increased,
where the rate of growth in consumption of the Group of grains, vegetables, fruits, meat, fish, oils, milk, and sugar about 5.8%,
5.2%, 4.2%, 4.73%, 7.57 %, 6.39%, 3.72%, 4.71%, respectively. Also the results showed that the amount of forecasting the
consumption in the Arab World in 2020, as the results also showed that the estimated quantities expected consumption of grain,
vegetables, fruits, meat, fish, oils, milk, and sugar about 163.9, 18.2, 8.9, 8.7, 2.4,2.9 0.8, 2.9 million tons, respectively. Valued at
about 26.22, 10.4, 6.2, 8.52, 6.49, 5.03, 7.19, 2.23 billion dollars in 2020, respectively, valued according to 2014 prices, while
also the increase in the value of quantities consumed for the group of food commodities under study at about 72.31 billion US
dollars in 2020.

In the light of the findings of the research results, it recommends the following:
e  Putting food policies in the Arab world more clearly to overcome the food gap, especially cereal crops.
Activation of two-way trade of Arab countries and activating the Greater Arab Free Trade Area.
Expansion of agricultural projects, especially cereal crops.
Interesting in animal production projects and fish activity to reduce the food gap of animal protein.
Interesting in agricultural industrialization projects and increases the added value of agricultural products to limit exporting
them as a raw material outside the Arab world.
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