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THE SOCIAL AND CULTURAL DETERMINANTS OF WOMEN
POLITICAL PARTICIPATION IN THE NEW VALLEY

Entsar A. H. Ali

Department of Social Studies - Socioeconomic Division - Desert Research Center

ABSTRACT: The study aimed to identify the personal characteristics of women in the
New Valley, the extent of their political participation, to identify the social and cultural
determinants of this participation. It seeked to determine the degree of participation, and
the correlation between the independent variables and the degree of political
participation. It aimed also to put some suggestions and recommendations to overcome
the obstacles facing the participation in the study area. The data were collected by
personal interviews using a questionnaire form prepared for this study. The sample
consisted of 380 randomly selected women from Al Kharga Center. The descriptive
statistics, frequency and percentages were used. Pearson correlation coefficient was
used to identify the nature of the potential correlation between the degree of political
participation and the variables. The study ends with a group of recommendations and
suggestions that the researcher believes are necessary to raise the level of women's
political participation.

The most important results were: Half the respondents (50%) were in the age group (35-
50 years), about three-quarters of the respondents (70%) were married and subsist, 20%
were divorced or widowed. The results indicated that 40% of the respondents have
finished their preparatory school, and 30% have intermediate education. Also, about half
of the respondents (47.4%) have moderate political knowledge, and 36.8% have high
knowledge. Half of the respondents (50%) have moderate degree of political
participation, 40% of the respondents have high degree of participation and 10% of
respondents have poor degree of participation. The results showed also that 78.9% of
social and cultural determinants have low effect on the respondents compared to 20%
with a medium effect, while 1.1% have high effect. The results showed a moral negative
correlation at 0.01 level between political participation and the variables (age - number of
family members). The simple correlation coefficient values were -0.556, -0.345. There was
a significant positive correlation at 0.01 level between political participation and the
variables (number of education years - sources of knowledge). The simple correlation
coefficient values were 0.249 - 0.573 respectively.

The results showed that there were eight variables contributing by 75.7% in the
interpretation of total variance of the political participation level between the
respondents. These variables were: Social status which contributes with 36.1% in the
interpretation of the total variance, practical status contributes with 18.3%, the family
class contributes with 6.2%, age contributes with 5.7%, health status contributes with
4.5%, knowledge sources contribute with 2.2%, the family type contributes with 1.5%,
last; the number of education years was 1.2%. The results also showed that the value of
the coefficient correlation is 87.2%. (F) Test was used to test the contribution, it turned
out that the percentage of the contribution of these variables was significant at the level
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0.01, as the value of (F) was 16.09, which confirms the importance of these variables in
the degree of political participation among respondents.

The most important suggestions and recommendations to strengthen the political
participation of women in the New Valley were as follows; the awareness of the
importance of women’s role in public and political life, to educate women since
childhood the importance of their role as a citizen, which will only happen through
cultural change, social and political development, expansion of women's education
beyond the borders of the Governorate, and women's work outside home. In addition to,
civil society institutions have to lead a process of cultural change in society with a focus
on women and youth sector through the dissemination and promotion of the concepts of
citizenship and the consequent priorities of belonging and awareness of rights and
duties. These campaigns should target both women and men to correct the negative
mental image of women's rights.

Key words: The social, cultural determinants, women political participation, the new
valley
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	1- الســن: ويقصد به في هذه الدراسة سن المبحوثة لأقرب سنة ميلادية مقدرا كقيمة رقمية وقت أجراء هذه الدراسة.

