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THE PRESENT AND FUTURE OF FARMERS’ PARTICIPATION IN
AGRICULTURAL EXTENSION ACTIVITIES FOR FARMERS'
FIELD SCHOOLS IN SOME VILLAGES OF KAFR
EL-SHEIKH GOVERNORATE

Mona F. Salama and M. G. Gad. and A. M. A. Ammer
Agricultural Extension and Rural Development Research Institute — ARC

ABSTRACT: This research aimed to: determine the relative importance of the most influential
agricultural activities provided in the farmers' field schools (FFS), the degree of participation of the
respondents in these activities, the degree of their willingness to participate in the future, to identify the
most important independent variables associated and specific to the degree of their willingness to
participate in the future in the activities of the FFS, to identifying images of their participation, and
identifying the reasons for their weakness or lack of participation in the FFS. This investigation was
conducted in Kafr EI-Sheikh governorate; two districts were randomly selected among the governorate
districts and two villages were randomly selected from each district (Al-Murabain and Al-Hamra in the
Kafr El-Sheikh district, and Al-Waraq and Al-Masharega in the Sidi Salem districts). A regular random
sample was taken from them, which amounted to 220 respondents, representing 5% of the total
population. Frequencies, percentages, arithmetic mean, standard deviation, weighted means, Pearson
correlation coefficient, multiple correlations and regression analysis model (Step-Wise) were used for
data analysis and presentation of results. The results showed that: 62.3% of the respondents stated their
current level of participation in the activities of the FFS was low. 83.6% of the respondents showed a
medium to a high level of willingness to participate in the activities of the FFS in the future. There were
five variables together explain 42.2% of the total variance in the degree of respondents’ willingness to
participate in the future in the FFS, which are: the degree of the tendency toward participation in the
activities of the FFS, the degree of renewal, the degree of satisfaction with work in agriculture, the
respondent age, and the degree of the multiplicity of agricultural production activities.

Key words: Agricultural Extension access, participatory extension, informal education.
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